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ooking back, 2005 was a pretty busy

year. Every time we turned around,

it seemed as though there was an-

other crisis (natural and otherwise),

dominating the news. Even though
things like floods, hurricanes, wars, indict-
ments and rising gas prices stole most
of the national headlines, there was still
plenty going on involving our world of
cars and motorsports.

While a good chunk of that national
news wasn't the good kind, it hasn't yet
derailed our country’s love of the automo-
bile—and we don’t know if it ever could.
Oh sure, gas prices may be hovering near
their highest-ever prices, but that hasn’t
stopped the auto manufacturers from
releasing cool new cars. Performance still
reigns with a capital P whether the compa-
nies making the cars hail from the United
States, Europe or Japan.

Those cars may still be coming from
the factory in a high state of tune, but
leave it to the aftermarket to make
things even better. The speed parts and
widgets just keep on coming, some of
them truly stellar achievements for en-
gineering and creativity.

And how do we prove which of those

zn Thinns That sat cars and parts are better than the oth-

fa ers? Racing, of course. A little recogni-
n“r wurld l"'l FII‘E tion from your favorite magazine doesn’t
hurt either.

So for those of you who missed some
of these successes, we present our an-
nual Editors’ Choice awards. There are no
confining classes or things like that; we're
simply after the greatest achievements that
shaped the previous year.

So sit back, grab a cold drink, and see if
our list jibes with yours. Here are our picks
for the past year’s 20 biggest successes.
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14 Bringing the Chassis Dyno to the Masses

Ten or 15 years ago, if you asked an enthusiast how much
power their car made, odds are strong you'd receive either a
shrug or some number grabbed from midair. Dynamometers
did exist, but for the most part these tools were used only by
professional race teams and engine builders—they were just
too expensive for most of us to use.

That started to change during the 1990s, as the Dynojet
chassis dyno began to proliferate in the marketplace. These
dynos were accurate, easy to use, and able to be installed in
an existing shop. Financing was even available.

As a result, many tuners, race teams and speed shops in-
stalled one, and now nearly 4000 Dynojets can be found in 37
countries around the globe. The end result for the enthusiast is
easy access to one of the best tuning tools around.
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